I FEEL that no more fitting place than Madras could have been chosen for reviewing our advances towards the solution of the kala-azar problem, for it is here that so many of the most important investigations have been carried out.
It is nearly 19 years ago since Donovan made his epoch making discovery of the relationship of the parasite (then just discovered by Leishman) to the disease known as kala-azar.
Since then he has contributed much of importance to the various aspects of the problem.
Shortly after that Christophers carried out his investigations into the morbid histology of the disease and so thoroughly did he do his work that little of importance has been added to this part of the problem in the seventeen years that have elapsed.
Then Patton began his series of painstaking researches into the role of the bed bug in the transmission of the disease and has carried them out with that infinite capacity for taking pains that amounts to genius. The recent observations made by Mrs. Adie on this subject may result in the coping stone beingplaced on the monumental work with which Patton's name will always be associated in
Madras.
Further investigations into the same aspect of the problem have been carried out by Cornwall and his associates, though they have not led him to see eye to eye with Patton in the matter of bug transmission.
These, and others might be mentioned, are sufficient to shew what a great part Madras has played in the elucidation of the kala-azar problem.
Let us now review some of the more recent advances in the subject. 
